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Abstract (Document Summary) 

Caere Corporation (NASDAQ: CAER) today announced Web publishing capabilities in its OmniForm 4.0 forms 
application. OmniForm now provides the ability to save forms in a variety of Web-ready formats, including DHTML. 
OmniForm is the first forms product to take advantage of the Absolute Positioning offered by the emerging DHTML 
standard and fully supports the new Microsoft (NASDAQ: MSFT) Internet Explorer 5.0 browser. The Absolute 
Positioning standard and DHTML allow forms to be viewed and filled out in Web browsers while the formatting and 
layout of the form are preserved - without requiring any plug-in or helper application. OmniForm 4.0 also creates 
JavaScript to enable forms logic (like automatic calculations and validation) within the browser. In addition, the 
GBP 99 (inc. VAT) product saves forms to traditional HTML and Fillable PDF. The full range of the new capabilities 
in OmniForm 4.0 was announced today in a separate release. 



* DHTML: OmniForm is the first forms application to create DHTML forms which take full advantage of the Absolute 
Positioning capabilities provided by this rapidly growing standard. With Absolute Positioning, OmniForm can output 
forms which can be viewed in the browser with all the formatting and layout of form elements intact. This is done 
without the need for any plug-ins or helper applications. OmniForm's DHTML output also uses Cascading Style 
Sheets (CSS). The DHTML fully supports the new Microsoft Internet Explorer 5.0 browser. In addition, OmniForm 
automatically creates JavaScript, which allows calculations and validation embedded in forms to happen in the 
browser. JavaScript can be enabled or disabled by the form designer. 



Full Text (1380 words) 

Copyright M2 Communications Ltd. May 26, 1999 

M2 PRESSWIRE-26 May 1999-CAERE: OmniForm extends forms publishing capabilities to the Web (C)1994-99 
M2 COMMUNICATIONS LTD 

* OmniForm4.0 is first product to create DHTMLforms, Takes Full Advantage of new Microsoft Internet Explorer 5.0 

Caere Corporation (NASDAQ: CAER) today announced Web publishing capabilities in its OmniForm 4.0 forms 
application. OmniForm now provides the ability to save forms in a variety of Web-ready formats, including DHTML. 
OmniForm is the first forms product to take advantage of the Absolute Positioning offered by the emerging DHTML 
standard and fully supports the new Microsoft (NASDAQ: MSFT) Internet Explorer 5.0 browser. The Absolute 
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Positioning standard and DHTML allow forms to be viewed and filled out in Web browsers while the formatting and 
layout of the form are preserved - without requiring any plug-in or helper application. OmniForm 4.0 also creates 
JavaScript to enable forms logic (like automatic calculations and validation) within the browser. In addition, the GBP 
99 (inc. VAT) product saves forms to traditional HTML and Fillable PDF. The full range of the new capabilities in 
OmniForm 4.0 was announced today in a separate release. 

OmniForm enables users without any HTML or Java programming knowledge to convert paper- based forms to 
browser-ready electronic forms - or create new forms form scratch - for publishing to intranets or the Internet. 

"Our customers have been clamouring for the ability to create forms for the World Wide Web," said Larry Lunetta, 
Caere's Senior Vice President. "Not only have we addressed their needs with OmniForm 4.0, but weVe done this 
with leading technology that no other forms product can provide at any price. We are excited to extend our forms 
presence beyond the desktop and small network environments to the Internet." 

Output to Web-ready Formats 

OmniForm outputs to a variety of Web-ready formats, including DHTML, HTML, Fillable PDF and OFML. 

* DHTML: OmniForm is the first forms application to create DHTML forms which take full advantage of the Absolute 
Positioning capabilities provided by this rapidly growing standard. With Absolute Positioning, OmniForm can output 
forms which can be viewed in the browser with all the formatting and layout of form elements intact. This is done 
without the need for any plug-ins or helper applications. OmniForm's DHTML output also uses Cascading Style 
Sheets (CSS). The DHTML fully supports the new Microsoft Internet Explorer 5.0 browser. In addition, OmniForm 
automatically creates JavaScript, which allows calculations and validation embedded in forms to happen in the 
browser. JavaScript can be enabled or disabled by the form designer. 

* DHTML forms provide important advantages for using and filling out forms. First, DHTML provides for the 
absolute positioning of form elements, which enables the look and feel of original paper forms to be displayed in the 
browser. As a result, people who use forms over the Web can view and fill out good-looking forms, similar to the 
paper forms they fill out every day. Second, DHTML is an open format and can be viewed in Web browsers without 
the need for plug-ins or helper applications that proprietary formats which other Web forms products require. 

* HTML: OmniForm also saves forms to HTML 3.2, a more universal format which can he filled out in any 3.0 or 
later browser. JavaScript can be enabled or disabled by the form designer. 

* Fillable PDF: OmniForm saves to PDF with Form Marks. As a result, fill areas on the PDF form are already 
created, eliminating the need to manually define fillable areas on the form. In addition, OmniForm enables users to 
insert Submit and Reset buttons within PDF forms. 

"At the IRS, we are currently using PDF forms, a strategy we implemented before the introduction of the DHMI, 
standard," said Paul Showalter, Senior Technical Printing Specialist at the Internal Revenue Service. Commenting 
on his experience with a pre-release version of OmniForm 4.0, Showalter continued, "OmniForm is saving a lot of 
time, energy and money by enabling the IRS to convert our existing paper forms to a PDF with Form Fields already 
in place so we don't have to manually identify fillable areas. OmiForm. 4.0 is simply amazing. It takes us quickly 
from paper to productivity." Showalter is in charge of more than 4,000 PDF forms on the IRS Web site. 

* OFML: OmniForm saves to OFML (OmniForm Markup Language), the Caere proprietary Web format. OFML 
provides for extremely precise positioning of form elements within the browser and offers better control for printing 
than HTML. Windows 3.1, Windows 95/98 and Macintosh plug-ins (each about 300K) are available free for 
download from Caere. 

Creating Web-ready Forms 

OmniForm provides sophisticated tools to create Web-ready forms. OmniForm includes Caere's leading colour 
Logical Forms Recognition technology, which automatically converts paper forms into electronic versions. 
OmniForm also includes design and editing tools for enhancing forms or creating new ones from scratch. The full 
range of forms conversion, editing and creation tools are outlined in the OmniForm 4.0 Fact Sheet 
(www.caere.com/products/omniform/of4facts.asp) 
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Omniform also provides capabilities specific to Web publishing which include the ability to: 

* preview forms in multiple, locally installed versions of Netscape Navigator and Microsoft Internet Explorer by 
automatically launching the forms in the selected browser with a single command. This allows users to make 
modifications to forms without having to save and load HTML files into each browser for verification of proper 
output. 

Users can also control HTML settings, including which version of HTML to output, whether to include Submit and 
Reset buttons, whether Netscape or Internet Explorer or both should be supported, whether to support embedded 
calculations and validation and whether to convert tables to layers. 

* directly access the Microsoft Web Publishing Wizard. The Microsoft Web Publishing Wizard assists users with the 
process of moving forms from the desktop to a Web site and walks the user through the FTP process. 

Data Collection over Web 

OmniForm 4.0 allows users to embed instructions for processing the form data that is submitted from a browser. 
Users can identify where the form data will be sent and how the form data should be submitted. Submitted form 
data can be managed using CGI scripting and middleware products. Caere is assisting users with creating custom 
CGI scripts and posting forms. 

* the CGI Wizard is a free utility, which assists users in creating custom CGI Perl scripts for use with forms created 
in OmniForm. The wizard asks the user to identify the OmniForm form, th CGI template, the output file name and 
the CGI file name. It then automatically merges field names with the CGI template and generates a custom CGI 
script to process the form data. Caere is providing CGI templates (www.caere.com/products/omniform/perl) which 
will enable users to save form data to a tab delimited file or send the form data to an e-mail address. The CGI 
Wizard is expected to be available for download by the end of March. 

* Caere will also be providing on its Web site (www.caere.com/omniform/isp) information on using forms with 
popular Internet Service Providers (ISPs). These instructions will assist users in posting forms with their ISP and in 
collecting form data from these forms. Instructions will be provided for popular ISPs, which allow users to add CGI 
scripts to the hosting site. 

Pricing and Availability 

OmniForm 4.0 is priced at GBP 99.00 inc. VAT. The product will be available widely from all Caere resellers. Caere 
UK can be contacted for product information at 0171 233 6677. 

The Company 

Caere Corporation is the worldwide leader in scanner software and develops optical character recognition (OCR) 
technology, forms software, document management products and Web publishing software. Caere's products 
bridge the gap between the paper and digital worlds by converting static paper documents into dynamic electronic 
information. Caere products include the OmniPage, WordScan', M/Series and Recognita families of OCR software; 
OmniForm and OmniForm Internet Publisher family of forms software; PageKeeper family of personal document 
management software and a broad array of hardware/software solutions for document processing OCR and 
barcode reading. Caere is headquartered in Los Gatos, Calif. Its subsidiaries, Caere GmbH and Recognita Rt., are 
located in Munich and Budapest, respectively. Caere corporate and product information is available at 
http://www.caere.com on the World Wide Web. 

CONTACT: Sarah Lanaway/Louise Stewart-Muir, Stewart-Muir Communications Tel: +44 (0)181 943211 e-mail: 
info@stewartmuir.com WWW: http://www.stewartmuir.com 

*M2 COMMUNICATIONS DISCLAIMS ALL LIABILITY FOR INFORMATION PROVIDED WITHIN M2 
PRESSWIRE. DATA SUPPLIED BY NAMED PARTY/PARTIES.* 
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